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all independent state legislation will share the tendency to make
him such. The ordinances abolishing slavery, passed by the con-
ventions under pressure of circumstances, will not be looked
upon as barring the establishment of a new form of servitude.

Practical attempts on the part of the Southern people to
deprive the negro of his rights as a freeman may result in
bloody collisions, and will certainly plunge Southern society
into restless fluctuations and anarchical confusion. Such evils
can be prevented only by continuing the control of the National
Government in the states lately in rebellion until free labor is
fully developed and firmly established, and the advantages and
blessings of the new order of things have disclosed themselves.
This desirable result will be hastened by a firm declaration, on
the part of the Government, that national control in the South
will not cease until such results are secured. . . .

The solution of the problem would be very much facilitated
by enabling all the loyal and free-labor elements in the South
to exercise a healthy influence upon legislation. It will hardly
be possible to secure the freedman against oppressive class
legislation and private persecution, unless he be endowed with
a certain measure of political power.

It is fitting to notice here a letter written by Hon.
J. L. M. Curry, of Alabama, to Senator Doolittle and
read by him in the Senate on April 6, 1866.

I was [said Mr. Curry] a secessionist, for a while a member
of the Confederate Congress, and afterward in the army, on the
staff of generals, or in command of a regiment. It would be
merest affectation to pretend that I was not somewhat promi-
nent as a secessionist. . . . Having laid the predicate for my
competency, I desire to aver, as a gentleman, and a Christian, I
hope, that with large personal intercourse with the people and
those who are suspected of rebel intentions, I never heard (of
course, since the surrender) of any conspiracy or movement or
society or purpose, secret or public, present or prospective, to
overthrow the United States Government, to resist its author-
ity, to reenslave the negroes, or in any manner to disturb the rela-
tions that now exist between the Southern States as constituent
elements of the Federal Government and that Government,
until I read of such intentions recently in Northern newspapers.spects of the matter, the great
